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Mission Statement
Rural LISC believes in rural America. 

We are committed to providing support for our 
communities, making them good places to live, 
work, do business and raise children. We believe 
that nonprofit community organizations play an 
essential role in achieving this mission. Rural LISC 
is dedicated to building the capacity of these 
groups and increasing their production, by 
generating resources and investing in their work.
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About Us / What We Do 
• Established in 1995

• Program of LISC (Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation)

• Equip rural community-based organizations 
with capital, strategy and know-how to meet 
local needs

• Help preserve and strengthen rural life

• Provide a supportive network that connects 
community-based groups to each other 
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Unique
Model • Strengthen existing alliances while building new 

collaborations to increase our impact on the progress 
of people and places

• Develop leadership and the capacity of partners to 
advance our work together

• Equip talent in underinvested communities with the skills 
and credentials to compete successfully for quality 
income and wealth opportunities

• Invest in businesses, housing and other community 
infrastructure to catalyze economic, health, safety and 
educational mobility for individuals and communities

• Drive local, regional, and national policy and system 
changes that foster broadly shared prosperity and well-
being
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Strategies We Pursue



Service Area
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 85 Partner Organizations
 In more than 2,000 counties
 Across 44 States



By the Numbers
(Since 1995)

What We've Invested
$1.2 billion (including LISC affiliate financing) which has 

leveraged more than
$3 billion creating nearly

$4.25 billion in total development.
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THE IMPACT:  1995 to Today
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Financial Opportunity Centers (FOCs)
Problem:  “A Job Alone is Not Enough”



Financial Opportunity Centers (FOCs)
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Solution:  “Integrated” Delivery of 3 core 
Financial Stability Services

Employment Services 
• One-on-one career 

coaching
• Job readiness
• Access to 

education/training 

Income Support Services
• SNAP, WIC, LIHEAP, etc.
• Affordable housing 

resources
• VITA/EITC

Financial Services
• One-on-one financial 

coaching
• Credit building
• Connection to mainstream 

financial products



Financial Coaching & Employee Success

PwC 2017 Employee Financial Wellness Survey
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Financial Opportunity Centers 
by the Numbers

National Data Summary
20,000 individuals served across 80+ FOCs in 30 cities

Employment coaching: 17,000
Income supports screening: 12,000

Financial coaching: 12,000

5,200 people placed in Jobs
Over $3 million worth of income supports secured

4,200 people in financial coaching improved their net worth
4,600 improved their credit score (47% of people working on credit)

5,400 increased their monthly cashflow (74% of individuals who 
opted to work on budget with the financial coach)
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Financial Opportunity Centers (FOCs)
Scale and Success
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• Large national network of LISC partner CBOs (80+ in 30+ 
regions) operating the FOC model

• Data-driven, evidence-based, nationally-recognized
• 12+ years of experience, lessons learned
• Focus on long-term financial stability (job 

placement/retention/growth, net income, net worth, 
credit score)

• Improved outcomes for FOC participants receiving 
“bundle” of core services vs. individual service alone



Current Rural FOC Locations: 

 Fayette County Community Action Agency; Uniontown, PA

 Hawaiian Community Assets; Hilo, HI 

 “Mobile FOC” pilot (in progress) with Fahe members 
Appalachian Community Action & Development Agency, 
Kingsport Housing and Redevelopment Agency, and Clinch 
Powell RC&D; rural southwest VA/northeast TN region

Hilo, Hawaii

Rural Challenges: Financial Opportunity Center



Rural e-News
Rural LISC’s monthly online newsletter:

• Compilation of funding and training 
opportunities available on the web, with

• Vital new information pertinent to rural 
community developers.

• Distributed to network of more than 2,200 
individuals and organizations across the 
country.

• Primary purpose is to reduce the isolation 
of those working in rural areas by providing 
up-to-date information on relevant topics 
for education and growth.



Envision the Possibilities
Katrin Kärk
Senior Program Officer
Rural LISC
kkark@lisc.org

www.lisc.org/rural
Also follow us on Facebook + Twitter

mailto:kkark@lisc.org
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