
* For new service agreements only.
Room area not to exceed 500 Sq. Ft.

Germ Control!

Introducing SaniSafe®, Germ Control
that eliminates the spread of viruses in
highly-trafficked areas.We ensure that
you are free of these unwanted germs

and bacteria that cause viruses

Barnes Exterminating treatment
is proven effective as a Sanitizer.

• We can reach 100% of all your surfaces

• Our technicians use an electrostatic technology

• We specialize in sanitizing highly-trafficked areas

such as Gyms, Daycares, Doctor Offices

Call 423.406.2726
today and receive a free room

sanitizing treatment at no cost*

Send us a picture of your son, daughter or grandchild and we will publish
the picture along with the child’s name and Grandparents’ names in a

Special Feature page on Grandparents’ Day.

FOLLOW THESE SIMPLE RULES:
• Limit 1 Child Per Photo

• All pictures must be paid for in advance & mailed, emailed or dropped
off to the Bristol Herald Courier of!ce accompanied by the coupon.

•Extra Laminates may be purchased for $5.00 each.

September 13,2020

Happy
Grandparents

Day
Wants to help you celebrate

Grandparents Day, Sept. 13
with a laminated decorative

magnet of your child.

Greetings for Grandparents’ Day
will Appear in the Bristol Herald

Courier on Sunday,
September 13, 2020.From:BENJAMIN KING SAGE

Grandson of
Don & Rita Guffey

Becky Sage
Great-Grandson of
Mozelle and the late

Wayne Guffey

$2000
PER
PICTURE
WITH
COLOR

LIMIT ONE CHILD PER PHOTO

DEADLINE FOR ALL
PICTURES IS 5:00 PM,
FRI., SEPT. 4, 2020

GRANDPARENTS DAY
Mail To:

Classified Department
Bristol Herald Courier

P.O. Box 609
Bristol,VA 24203

or Submit by email to
classifiedads@bristolnews.com

Limit 1 Child Per
Photo

CHECK ONE PLEASE

GIRLBOY

Enclosed is $20 Picture + $5.00 for each Laminate
NUMBER OF REPRINTS

CITY STATE ZIP

Child’s Name (From:)

Grandparents

Submitted by

Mailing Name & Address for Laminated Ornament:

Daytime Phone

$20 PER PICTURE MUST ACCOMPANY COUPON

(The Following Information Is For Our Records Only,Will Not Be Published)

ADDRESS

AFTER
GRANDPARENTS’ DAY
GRANDCHILDREN

PUBLISHES,YOUWILL
RECEIVE A LAMINATED
DECORATIVE MAGNET

(VIA U.S. MAIL)
(ALLOW 4-6WEEKS
FOR DELIVERY)

September 13,2020

Happy
Grandparents

Day
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region’s residents,” cost-re-
ducing programs and dem-
onstrated improvement on a
majority of quality measures.

“Based on information
gleaned from the active su-
pervision process since the
merger on January 31, 2018,
the majority of quality mea-
sures reported to the states
have shown improvement,
overall access to care has not
suffered, and charges remain
within what is allowed,” ac-
cording to the report.

Oliver also cited the finan-
cial peril of many small ru-
ral hospitals in conjunction
with Ballad’s commitment
to maintain all existing hos-
pitals for five years and its
pledge to reopen Lee County
Hospital.

“Ballad has opened an
urgent care center in Pen-
nington Gap adjacent to the
shuttered Lee County Hospi-
tal, which is scheduled to be
reopened by Ballad in Octo-
ber 2020 at a cost of approxi-
mately $15 million. It is not
likely that either Wellmont or
Mountain States would have
independently chosen to re-
open this hospital due to re-
source constraints that were
alleviated by the Cooperative
Agreement,” according to
the report.

However, the report also
calls for greater public par-
ticipation in the evaluation
process.

“Public input is vital to
VDH’s active supervision
efforts,” the report states.
“In an effort to obtain more
public input, VDH staff are
developing an online com-
ment/complaint form which
will be made available on
VDH’s website. Information
gathered from the public will
better inform VDH’s evalu-
ation of the perceived and
actual benefits and disad-
vantages of the Cooperative
Agreement as well as high-

light opportunities for VDH
to improve active supervi-
sion efforts.”

Plans also include a new
interactive dashboard on the
state’s Cooperative Agree-
ment website and periodic
town halls to obtain feed-
back from residents in Bal-
lad’s service area.

The report notes the ex-
traordinary, current condi-
tions that health care pro-
viders operate in, but said
revised metrics will apply in
the future.

“Within 90 days following
the expiration or termina-
tion of Virginia’s Executive
Order 51, declaring a state of
emergency in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, Ballad
will begin submitting revised
metrics to VDH, which will in
turn be published in a dash-
board to be developed and
published on the Coopera-
tive Agreement website,” ac-
cording to the report.

The report echoes similar
findings submitted in a re-
port by Merger Monitor Den-
nis Barry to the Southwest
Virginia Health Authority.

“The harms that can be
realized by less competition
are reduced access, reduced
quality and higher costs to
payors, employers and pa-
tients. This report addresses
each of these issues and
concludes that access has
not been adversely affected,
quality has overall improved
and costs to payors and pa-
tients have been compliant
with ‘Addendum 1’ that both
states use to bar the abuse of
market power,” Barry wrote.
“In addition, Ballad is mak-
ing investments in behavior-
al health, population health,
rural health and children’s
health that it would likely
have been unable to fund
without the savings realized
from the merger.”

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health issued simi-
lar findings in its April report.

“It is the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health’s determina-

tion that the Ballad Health
COPA continues to provide
a public advantage,” that re-
port states.

It also mentioned the pub-
lic health pandemic, which
was still evolving when the
report was released and that
certain measurements will
be suspended until the pub-
lic health crisis has passed.

“Ballad Health will need
to be able to focus all of its
organizational energy on
serving the medical needs of
the community during this
unprecedented time. While
TDH’s COPA scoring system
is not designed to adapt to
unexpected crises, TDH rec-
ognizes the need for flexibil-
ity at this extraordinary time
and intends to make appro-
priate accommodations with
respect to next year’s scoring
as Ballad rightly prioritizes
its response to COVID-19,”
according to the report. “We
seek to support Ballad as it
responds to the novel coro-
navirus and provides criti-
cal care to the residents of
its 21-county region. We ap-
preciate, perhaps at this time
more than ever, the impor-
tant role Ballad Health plays
in helping TDH fulfill its mis-
sion: to protect, promote
and improve the health and
prosperity of people in Ten-
nessee.”

Ballad Health Chairman
and CEO Alan Levine ex-
pressed appreciation for the
findings in a written state-
ment.

“Ballad Health is grateful
for the hard work the State
of Tennessee and Common-
wealth of Virginia are doing
to help health systems re-
spond to the current pan-
demic, while at the same
time working to ensure the
creation of Ballad Health
continues achieving the
policy goals set by both state
legislatures,” Levine said in
the statement.

dmcgee@bristolnews.com
276-645-2532

Twitter: @DMcGeeBHC

Ballad
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Trump told host Maria Bartiromo.
“That means they can’t have universal
mail-in voting; they just can’t have it.”

Trump’s statements, including the
false claim that Democrats are seek-
ing universal mail-in voting, come
as he is searching for a strategy to
gain an advantage in his November
matchup against Joe Biden. He’s pair-
ing the tough Postal Service stance in
congressional negotiations with an
increasingly robust mail-in -voting
legal fight in states that could decide
the election.

In Iowa, which Trump won handily
in 2016 but is more competitive this
year, his campaign joined a lawsuit
Wednesday against two Democratic-
leaning counties in an effort to in-
validate tens of thousands of voters’
absentee ballot applications. That
followed legal maneuvers in battle-
ground Pennsylvania, where the cam-
paign hopes to force changes to how
the state collects and counts mail-in
ballots. And in Nevada, Trump is
challenging a law sending ballots to
all active voters.

His efforts could face limits. The
U.S. Supreme Court on Thursday re-
buffed Republicans who challenged
an agreement in Rhode Island allow-
ing residents to vote by mail through
November’s general election without
getting signatures from two witnesses
or a notary.

For Democrats, Trump’s new re-
marks were a clear admission that the
president is attempting to restrict vot-
ing rights.

Biden said it was “Pure Trump. He
doesn’t want an election.”

Colorado Secretary of State Jena
Griswold said it was “ voter suppres-
sion to undermine the safest method
to vote during a pandemic, and force
Americans to risk their lives to vote.”

Negotiations over a big new virus
relief package have all but ended,
with the White House and congres-
sional leaders far apart on the size,
scope and approach for shoring up
households, reopening schools and
launching a national strategy to con-
tain the coronavirus.

While there is some common
ground over $100 billion for schools
and new funds for virus testing, Dem-

ocrats also want other emergency
funds that Trump rejects.

“They want $3.5 billion for some-
thing that will turn out to be fraudu-
lent. That’s election money, basically,”
Trump said during Thursday’s call-in
interview.

Democrats have pushed for a total of
$10 billion for the Postal Service in talks
with Republicans on the COVID-19 re-
sponse bill. That figure, which would
include money to help with election
mail, is down from a $25 billion plan in
a House-passed coronavirus measure.

Postmaster General Louis DeJoy has
said that the agency is in a financially
untenable position, but he maintains
it can handle this year’s election mail.
A major donor to Trump and other
Republicans, DeJoy is the first post-
master general in nearly two decades
who is not a career postal employee.

“Although there will likely be an
unprecedented increase in election
mail volume due to the pandemic,
the Postal Service has ample capac-
ity to deliver all election mail securely
and on-time in accordance with our
delivery standards, and we will do so,”
he told the Postal Service’s governing
board last week.

Memos obtained by The Associated
Press show that Postal Service leader-
ship has pushed to eliminate over-
time and halt late delivery trips that
are sometimes needed to ensure mail
arrives on time, measures that postal
workers and union officials say are
delaying service. Additional records
detail cuts to hours at post offices, in-
cluding reductions on Saturdays and
during lunch hours.

Democrats,andahandfulofRepub-
licans, have sent DeJoy several letters
asking him to reverse his changes and
criticizing what they say is a lack of
openness by he agency. Late Wednes-
day, Senate Democrats again wrote
DeJoy, this time saying postal leader-
ship is pushing state election officials
to opt for pricier first-class postage
for mail-in ballots to be prioritized.

“Instead of taking steps to increase
your agency’s ability to deliver for the
American people, you are implement-
ing policy changes that make matters
worse, and the Postal Service is report-
edly considering changes that would
increase costs for states at a time when
millions of Americans are relying on
voting by mail to exercise their right to
vote,” the Democrats wrote.

Postal
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